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Exploring Writing Literacy of Science of 12™ graders
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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to explore literacy of science in writing for communicating scientific
knowledge. The participants were 23 student of 12" graders of a small district secondary school. The
data collection procedure was done by using a writing test consisting of four questions related to the
daily phenomena covering human reproductive system of high school biology. The test was evaluated
by an expert prior to data collection. Students’ responses were then assessed for 1) writing competency
for communicating scientific knowledge, and 2) an understanding of scientific knowledge. In terms of
language competency, it was evaluated according to the indicators of Thai language of the core
curriculum of basic education. The results found in overall the language competency (K =2.60) and
scientific conceptual understanding (K:1.50) were low. For the language competency, students
(27.17%) use spoken rather written language with misspelling. While in scientific conceptual
understanding most of them (52.17%) were classified as scientific conceptual misunderstanding to the
provided phenomena. The results indicate the important of promoting writing competency along with
scientific conceptual understandinsg.
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