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ABSTRACT
This survey research aimed to study the nurses/midwives’ self-perceived competence in risk
screening and managing hypertensive disorder during pregnancy at Borlikhamxay province, Lao PDR. The
94 nurses and midwives who work with maternal and child health at hospitals or primary health care
centers in Bolikhamxay Province, Lao PDR were included in this study. Data were collected by using a
self-administration questionnaire via online plate form or QR code during the periods of December 9th,
2020 — February 25th, 2021. The data were analyzed by descriptive statistics, frequency, percentage,

mean and standard deviation.
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The result showed that the 72 midwives and 22 nurses were participated in this study. The
average of their ages was 32.05 +8.16 years. The 28.72 % of sample hold either bachelor degree in
nursing or midwife or master degree. The 71.28 percent of the sample hold an associate degree in
midwife program and an associate degree in nursing program at Lao PDR. Half of them were working at
primary care units. The most of them identified that an obstetrician was shortage at their workplace.
The senior nurses, midwives, or remote obstetricians were identified as resources for consulting and
supporting them to manage women with hypertensive disorder during pregnancy.The sample perceived
their competencies for risk screening and initial management of hypertensive disorder during pregnancy
with an average score at 10.63 + 3.72 (total score= 20) the average score of risk screening and initial
management of hypertensive disorder during pregnancy was accounted for with 6.47+2.36 (total score
= 13) and 4.16 + 1.93 (total score = 7), respectively. The further study should be conducted on attributes
of nurses and midwives’competencies for risk screening and initial management of hypertensive disorder

during pregnancy that is specific to their educational attainment and relate to health system levels
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